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The Abilene Society of Model Railroaders began as a part of the 1991 Abilene Railroad Festival.
We are proud and happy to have been involved for 35 years with “Promoting Model Railroading
and Preserving Abilene’s Railroad Heritage.” Here’s to another 35 years — and more!

Ramblings from your Prez

Some of the most talked about non-railroad things
that model railroad clubs always have on their mind is
membership, and the cost of keeping the club alive and
healthy. ASMR is no different.

Later this year we will begin discussions on
extending our current rental agreement. We are hopeful
that there will be no major changes. | recently saw a
Facebook post asking individuals about their cost of
membership. It was very interesting to see the wide
range of member dues, benefits, and how it affected
membership. I don’t have the space to cover all re-
sponses, but some points include dues from $0, with all
costs obtained thru donations, to $50 per month,
although I do know of a club in the Metroplex that
charges $80 per month.

Most clubs on the lower cost range, spend a lot of
time with Open Houses, as well as selling & acquiring
used model RR items, and volunteer work that directly
lowers the cost of their location — some to the point that
it affected the quality and focus on their club layout. A
number of clubs, like our club, have favorable cost for
their layout locations. Size of the local population helps
but some very successful clubs are in towns smaller

than 10,000 people. Membership participation was also
very diverse in response. Most clubs had membership
that trended towards 50+ year olds, but there were also
clubs having success with reduced cost of membership
for younger members and club sponsors. I’1l expand on
some of these ideas in another newsletter.

Another subject that was mentioned a lot was
keeping the layout up to running, scenery, and hard-
scape standards. We always look to the layouts that
have the most modern of these. It was clear that this is
a challenge we all face.

Looking in the mirror, I feel ASMR is doing a
pretty good job. Is there room to improve? Absolutely!
We can’t stand still, but must continue to work on and
improve all aspects of the club we all enjoy!

The next couple months we have a number of
important dates to watch for: April — ASMR All
Members 35" Anniversary Social and 35™ Anniversary
Open House; May — Abilene Gives.

Watch our calendar and social media for more
information!

Your Prez,
Dan



ASMR Meeting Minutes — February 2026

A meeting of the ASMR was opened at
approximately 10:00, February 7, 2026, by President
Dan Schueler. The following members were present or
arrived after the meeting had started: Ken Riediger, Jim
Gibson, Kent Stark, Cody Hilliard, Fred Rogge, Dusty
Garison, David Hills, Jonathan Scherr, Terry Andrew,
Dan Schueler, Jerry Wagamon, Darrel Rich, Connor
Gardner.

Minutes

The minutes of the January meeting were read by
Secretary Cody Hilliard. A motion to approve the
secretary’s report was made by Ken Riediger and
seconded by Jim Gibson, with all members in
agreement.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Ken Riediger reported that the balance of
the account as of February 1 was $506.53, with total
club assets equaling $9328.89. A motion to approve the
treasurer’s report was made by Jim Gibson and
seconded by Fred Rogge, with all members in
agreement.

Old Business

e Dan started the meeting by bringing up the layout
upgrades. Several members have been working on
the plans for the layout expansion.

e Dan then moved on to past dues.
members past due for a total of $230.

e Ken's operating session would be on February 21.

¢ Ken and Jerry have some trains for sale.

o Ken reported that the calendars have sold out.

e Dan reminded that we needed to continue keeping
the bathroom clean.

e Dan let everyone know that Jonathan would be
doing a clinic on some railroad history here in
Abilene.

e Dan also reminded everyone that Abilene Gives
would be on May 5.

e The club had a long discussion about how to
celebrate the thirty-fifth anniversary of the club. It
was decided to have an Open House on April 11
through 12.

We had two

New Business

e Dusty had several logos for the thirty-fifth
anniversary that he created using Al. The club
discussed them and made several
recommendations.

With no further business the meeting was closed at
10:50 by President Dan Schueler.

Respectfully submitted,
Cody Hilliard, Secretary
Abilene Society of Model Railroaders

KRBN RR February Operating Session
Article & Photos by Ken Riediger

February 21st was the date of the regular KRBN Rail-
road Op Session. [ also had two additional OP sessions
on the 10th and 24th. During the regular OP session we
had four operators and one railfan. We were able to run
four trains with a fifth hogging out.

Our operators were
Cecil, Dusty, Richard
and Jonathan. The lone
railfan was Caleb
Stratton. He said he had
hung around the railroad
before, but couldn't
remember when he was
here. I dog-caught the
one train, and like the
previous month, [ had
fun doing it.

Lonny  was  the
operator  for the two
supplemental  sessions.
The first session he was
able to run both local branch-line trains. The second
session he ran two other trains. During all three sessions
there were only three errors. There was a car that was set
out on a north track that should have gone to the south
track, and a car set out on the south track that should have
gone to the north track. A caboose was set out that was
not supposed to be set out. We also had a couple of
switches that did not get set back to the main after a move.

Hope to see everyone next month on the 21st of March
at 1:30 pm.

Ken,
KRBN President




ASMR Clinics
Thanks to
ASMR member
Jonathan Scherr

program about the
history of railroad
switching in down-
town Abilene,
. l including wh1ch
busmesses and industries had sidings, and
which railroad served them — Texas & Pacific/
MP or Abilene & Northern/FW&D/BN.

Our next clinic will be following the March
business meeting. ASMR member (and club
secretary) Cody Hilliard will give a
presentation on the basics of airbrushing. Don’t
miss it!
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The inside cover of a MoPac timetable from the 1950s.
See “The Editor Speaks” for more information on
collecting these pieces of railroad history.

To the Editor —

Here are a couple of photos I took of a
train made up of wind turbine propeller
blades that I had to wait for at Santa Anna on
Friday, Feb. 26. It must have been a hundred
cars long or more, and each blade covered
three of those long flat cars. Also, it was
moving pretty slow and took forever to pass
by. I don’t know if that kind of load has to be
transported at slower speeds than normal,
but it appeared to be the consistent speed of
the train because it didn't increase as the
train got through town.

It’s really something to see a whole
train loaded with nothing but those giant
blades, and you can tell how big they are
by the way they dwarf the locomotives in
one of the photos. The train was headed
northwest, by the way, but I have no idea
what its destination was for all those
blades.

All the best,
Jim Gibson




The Editor Speaks —

MARKING THE TiME

One of the things I enjoy the most about being a
model railroader and railfan is collecting railroad
memorabilia, sometimes called “railroadiana.” Like
any form of collecting, there are different ways to
enjoy this hobby. Some collectors get all they can of
certain items — for example, I know we have some
members who have large collections of railroad
lanterns. Others collect items from certain lines, and
that’s where I fall into this obsession. My chosen roads
are the Texas & Pacific and its corporate big brother,
the Missouri Pacific.

Timetables are a fairly common railroad collectible.
They’re not large or bulky, and relatively easy to store.
And they were produced in such large quantities, that
even decades later, you can usually still find them at
reasonable prices. Many collectors want the employee
timetables, with detailed information about train
movements and times, but I enjoy the ones made for
the general public.

This is one of my favorites, from 1943 during World
War II. Notice the big “V” for victory — also the three
dots and a dash — Morse Code for the letter “v.” Three
shorts and a long — it’s why the opening of Beethoven’s
Fifth Symphony was used by the BBC during the war,
as theme music for their newscasts. And I love that
gorgeous T&P 900-series “Mountain” class passenger
locomotive.

TIME TABLES
[ emomian |

TIME TABLES

USE THE STLOUIS GATEWAY _US[ THE ST.LOUIS GATEWAY

Here’s another favorite. This one was given to me
many years ago by Mrs. Mildred Green, a member of a
church where I was pastoring. Her late husband had
worked for the Roscoe, Snyder and Pacific Railroad
(you gotta love the ambition of that name!), and he
received it from the MP because of those connections —
it was even personalized for him! See page 3 for the
inside cover art.

Here is a final example of a T&P timetable — an
inside cover
from 1960. I g3
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for your very

own, you might consider adding a timetable or two to
your collection, especially if your modeling interests
include passenger service from the 40s, 50s, or 60s.
They will give you insight into

railroad culture from days

gone by.

‘1I pp rociate the fine service and hospital-
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ity and T & P gets you there on time. too.

TEXAS AND PACIFIC RAILWAY




